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[bookmark: DMM_Action_Fund_2022-23_Urgent_Bid_Decis]Decision by the Police and Crime Commissioner for Hertfordshire



Item:	Action Fund Urgent Bid

Date:	5 May 2022

Decision:	The paper was approved at the above Decision-Making Meeting



[bookmark: Background:_The_Fund_allows_the_Commissi]Background:   The Fund allows the Commissioner to engage with, and provide a presence to, the wider community. It ensures that non-statutory organisations can bid for funds to support crime prevention/reduction initiatives as well as encouraging them to work with Community Safety Partnerships when crossover work has been identified.

[bookmark: The_Fund_supports_Community_Safety_Partn]The Fund supports Community Safety Partnerships to deliver on their priorities and those that are reflected in the Commissioner’s Community Safety & Criminal Justice Plan.


Paper:	Police and Crime Commissioner Action Fund 2022/23 Urgent Bid



	[bookmark: DMM_Action_Fund_Urgent_Bid_paper_paper]MEETING
	Decision Making Meeting

	DATE
	05 May 2022

	TITLE OF REPORT
	Police & Crime Commissioner Action Fund 2022/23 Urgent Bid

	SUBMITTED BY
	Karl STONEBANK - Grants & Funds Officer

	PURPOSE OF REPORT
	To consider an urgent bid received

	DECISION(S) REQUIRED
	To approve allocation of £5000 towards delivery of County Lines Awareness/Prevention assemblies in Broxbourne-based schools

	FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS
	2022/23

	
	
	Action Fund Annual Budget
	£100,000
	

	
	
	Hertfordshire Community Foundation administration fee (10% of monies passed through the fund)
	£10,000
	

	
	
	Budget figure if recommended award
approved
	£85,000
	

	LEGAL IMPLICATIONS
	n/a

	EQUALITIES IMPACTS
	If the bid is approved there will be a positive impact on the following protected characteristic groups:
· Age – young people

	FREEDOM OF INFORMATION EXEMPTION SECTION IF APPLICABLE
	
Appendix A is Freedom of Information exempt under Section 43(2)
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1	INTRODUCTION

i. The first-round of 2022/23 bids received are currently with the Community Foundation for initial assessment/due diligence before being sent to the Grants & Funds Officer at the end of May.

ii. The Grants & Funds Officer will then request feedback from the Office of the Police & Crime Commissioner staff, the Constabulary and other partner organisations before making final recommendations to the Commissioner.

iii. The applicant in this case wants to be able to deliver their school- based project before the end of the 2021/22 academic year and therefore requires an expedited decision to give them time to coordinate with local safety partners and the schools.

2	BACKGROUND

iii. The Fund allows the Commissioner to engage with, and provide a presence to, the wider community. It ensures that non-statutory organisations can bid for funds to support crime prevention/reduction initiatives as well as encouraging them to work with Community Safety Partnerships when crossover work has been identified.

iv. The Fund supports Community Safety Partnerships to deliver on their priorities and those that are reflected in the Commissioner’s Community Safety & Criminal Justice Plan.

v. In previous years the fund has proved very popular with Community Safety Partnerships who have utilised funding awarded to deal with emerging issues, or to support neighbourhood engagement projects; and with the third sector to provide a range of crime prevention/reduction initiatives.

vi. A summary of the bid details can be found in Appendix A.

vii. The following is taken from the Hertfordshire Drugs Market Profile 2020 in relation to this bid:
· Broxbourne had the 2nd highest number of drug offences recorded.
· Broxbourne had the highest year on year increase in the number of drug offences recorded of any of Hertfordshire’s 10 districts.
· In Hertfordshire people aged 16-26 made up over half of the total arrests.
· County Lines arrests 3 highest district areas included Broxbourne.

viii. Athena data as of March 2022 showed that the number of trafficking of drugs offences in Broxbourne is up 21% year to date.

ix. Athena data also showed that possession of weapons is up across the whole of Hertfordshire for the year to date up to March 2022.

3	PROPOSED RECOMMENDATION(S) AND RATIONALE

ix. That the Commissioner approves £5000 to the bid in Appendix A due to the following reasons:

· It meets the priorities/aims within the new Community Safety & Criminal Justice Plan and take a Prevention First approach.

· Evidence highlights that Broxbourne is a priority area to focus County Lines education and awareness to young people.

· The Grants & Funds Officer has received positive feedback from the Constabulary Schools & Gangs Team as well as Broxbourne Community Safety Partnership in relation to the bid.

· The project would complement existing Commissioner-funded initiatives including the ‘No More’ serious youth violence intervention project.

· A significant number of primary and secondary schools in Broxbourne have stated that there is a need for this type on initiative.

x. That the Commissioner requests an evaluation report from the assemblies to inform potential wider Hertfordshire roll-out.
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