Dear Member of the public 
I write in reply to your request for information under the Freedom of Information Act 2000, our reference number FOI0826. 
I am required by the Freedom of Information Act to handle all requests in a manner that is blind to the identity of the requestor. Any information released in response to a request is regarded as being published and is therefore in the public domain without caveat. 
You have requested the following information: 
FOI Request 
The last report listed on the PCC website for independent dog welfare scheme visits was for year 2022/23 

My request is;

Is the scheme still in place for independently visiting police dogs within the BCH dog unit? If it has ceased, what are the reasons and how are the police dogs welfare monitored now? 

Where is the report for years 2023/24, 2024/25? 

FOI Response 
 1. Is the scheme still in place? 
Yes. The independent visiting scheme for police dogs is still in operation. Responsibility for managing the scheme transferred to the Cambridgeshire Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner (OPCC) in April 2023. Since that point, Cambridgeshire has overseen all operational aspects of the scheme, including reporting. 
Although Hertfordshire and Bedfordshire continue to receive updates on any issues identified, we do not hold or have access to the current operational information, as all scheme management sits with Cambridgeshire. 
2. If it has ceased, what are the reasons and how is welfare monitored now? 
The scheme has not ceased. Welfare continues to be monitored through the Cambridgeshire-managed visiting arrangements, which remain active. 
3. Where are the reports for 2023/24 and 2024/25? 
• The 2024–25 annual report and other information on the scheme are publicly available on the Cambridgeshire OPCC website: https://www.cambridgeshire-pcc.gov.uk/contact-us-and-get-involved/volunteer/animal-welfare-visiting-scheme/ 
• We do not hold the 2023–24 report, and we do not know whether Cambridgeshire OPCC has published it. 

As Hertfordshire OPCC is no longer the lead authority for the scheme, we would recommend contacting the Cambridgeshire OPCC directly for any further detail or access to records they hold concerning the scheme’s operation and annual reporting. 
