Dear Member of the Public
 
I write in reply to your request for information under the Freedom of Information Act 2000, our reference number FOI 0024/25.  

I am required by the Freedom of Information Act 2000 to handle all requests in a manner that is blind to the identity of the requestor.  Any information released in response to a request is regarded as being published and therefore in the public domain without caveat.  

For ease of reference, I have listed your questions together with our response below.  You have requested the following information:  

Can I please have it confirmed how much the PCC / Hertfordshire constabulary are paying to Hertsmere Council for the spaces that are used as Police Stations linked to council buildings.
Information regarding the amount Hertfordshire PCC pay Hertsmere Council for spaces linked to council buildings is exempt pursuant to Section 43(2) of the Freedom of Information Act. Section 43(2) states that information is exempt if it’s disclosure would, or would be likely to prejudice the commercial interests of any person (including the public authority holding it). 

Please see Appendix A below for further details on this exemption. 










Appendix A – FOI Exemptions

Although every effort should be made to release information under the Freedom of Information Act, whilst there is a public interest in the transparency of the Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner (OPCC), providing assurance that the Office is appropriately and effectively carrying out its duties, this should be countered against the need to protect vulnerable areas, for example Police Officers and staff and ongoing policing operational activity. 


Section 43(2) – Commercial Interests

Section 43 is a prejudice based qualified exemption which requires the prejudice to be evidenced and a public interest test to be carried out. 


Public Interest Considerations

Factors in favour of disclosure
Providing this information would improve public debate, provide more transparency around the working of the Police & Crime Commissioner’s office and enable the public to gain more understanding of the office’s financial position, specifically regarding the money we spend on rent for office space. 

Factors in favour of non-disclosure
Disclosing the rental amount could undermine the OPCC’s and the council’s ability to negotiate future lease agreements on competitive terms. As rental agreements are often subject to negotiation and market conditions, releasing this information could distort future discussions or be used unfairly by third parties, potentially leading to financial disadvantage for both the OPCC and the council. 

It is our opinion that for these reasons, the balance test favours withholding information relating to this request.   

