Dear Member of the Public
 
I write in reply to your request for information under the Freedom of Information Act 2000, our reference number FOI 0017/25.  

I am required by the Freedom of Information Act 2000 to handle all requests in a manner that is blind to the identity of the requestor.  Any information released in response to a request is regarded as being published and therefore in the public domain without caveat.  

For ease of reference, I have listed your questions together with our response below.  You have requested the following information:  

Governance and Involvement:
1. Please confirm whether the Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner (PCC) was informed of or involved in Hertfordshire Constabulary’s participation in the Nectar pilot before it commenced.
1. If your office was consulted, on what date was this consultation first initiated?
1. Who within your office was consulted or involved?
1. What form did this consultation take — was it written, verbal, formal, or informal?
1. Please provide copies of all relevant correspondence, briefings, internal memos, or meeting minutes regarding the Nectar pilot shared with or generated by your office.
1. Were any formal approvals or sign-offs given by the PCC in relation to this project? If so, please supply them.

Legal Framework and Data Protection:
1. Has the PCC sought or received any legal advice regarding the use of Palantir software to process sensitive personal data?
1. If so, please provide the source of that legal advice (internal counsel, external solicitors, etc.).
1. Please disclose any legal memoranda, risk assessments, or correspondence concerning the legality of processing sensitive data — including political views, race, health data, and sexual orientation — under the Nectar system.
1. Has the PCC considered the application of Article 9 of the UK GDPR (processing of special category data) in relation to this pilot?
1. If yes, what legal basis under Article 9(2) was deemed applicable?
1. Please provide copies of any legal or regulatory assessments undertaken by or shared with your office on this matter.

Information Commissioner’s Office (ICO) Engagement:
1. Has the PCC or your office had any meetings or exchanges with the Information Commissioner’s Office (ICO) regarding Palantir Technologies or the Nectar pilot?
1. If so, on what dates did these communications or meetings occur?
1. Who was present or involved in these communications from your office?
1. Please supply any meeting minutes, written records, or correspondence between your office and the ICO.
1. Did the ICO provide any written advice, formal guidance, or express concerns about the Nectar pilot? If so, please include all related documents.

Transparency and Public Communication:
1. Has the PCC issued any public statements, press releases, or held public engagement sessions relating to Hertfordshire’s use of Palantir software?
1. Please provide the dates and content of any such public communications.
1. Have any members of the public contacted the PCC’s office to raise concerns about the Nectar project or the use of Palantir software?
1. If so, how many such communications have been received?
1. Please provide anonymised summaries of the issues raised and the responses issued by your office.

Ethical Oversight and Impact on Civil Liberties:
1. Has the PCC reviewed or commissioned any ethical review, impact assessment, or human rights analysis of the Nectar pilot?
1. If so, please supply a copy of that review or any documentation related to ethical oversight.
1. Was any consideration given by your office to the human rights record or controversies surrounding Palantir’s global operations?
1. Has the PCC discussed the implications of predictive policing, mass surveillance, or algorithmic bias in the context of this partnership?
1. Please provide internal notes, statements, or policy evaluations relating to any of the above.

Due Diligence and Risk Management:
1. What due diligence was conducted on Palantir Technologies prior to Hertfordshire’s participation in this pilot?
1. Was any assessment made of the company’s history of legal, ethical, or data protection issues in the UK or abroad?
1. Please provide copies of any vendor assessments, risk registers, or due diligence reports shared with or created by your office.
1. Were any concerns or red flags raised internally about entering into a data-sharing relationship with Palantir?

Scope of Data Collection and Use:
1. Has the PCC reviewed or approved the categories of data being processed through the Nectar system?
1. Does this include data relating to vulnerable individuals, victims, witnesses, or children?
1. Were any safeguards requested, required, or implemented as a condition of Hertfordshire’s participation?
1. Has the PCC raised any objections to the use of the software for profiling individuals who have not committed a crime?

Accountability and Oversight Mechanisms:
1. What oversight mechanisms are in place to ensure that this pilot does not breach data protection laws or infringe on civil liberties?
1. Has the PCC created or contributed to any independent audit or review plan for the Nectar project?
1. If no audit mechanism exists, why not?

Democratic Consultation and Elected Representatives:
1. Have any elected Hertfordshire MPs, local councillors, or Police and Crime Panel members been briefed, consulted, or informed of:
· The Nectar pilot;
· The involvement of Palantir Technologies;
· The scope of data being processed?
1. If so, please provide:
· Names and roles of those consulted;
· Dates and formats of the briefings or meetings;
· Any materials shared with them (e.g. slides, memos);
· Any written concerns or responses they issued.
1. If no such consultation has occurred with any elected representatives, please confirm this explicitly.
The office of the Police and Crime Commissioner does not hold any information on the above.

